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DISCLAIMER: This is an overview of the most commonly used designated supports. It is the responsibility of the user to read the full guidance as it appears on the TEA website 
https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/ to ensure they are following all policies.  

Designated 
Support 

State Assessment Eligibility Decision 
made by 

Examples Considerations 

Oral/Signed 
Administration 

STAAR and STAAR Spanish mathematics, 
science, social studies and reading 
 Test questions, answer choices, and 

embedded supports can be read aloud.  
 Required reference materials (where 

applicable) and allowable designated 
supports may be read aloud. 

Reading selections CANNOT be read aloud. 
STAAR and STAAR Spanish writing 

 Revising passages, revising test 
questions and answer choices, and 
embedded supports can be read 
aloud.  

 Required reference materials 
(where applicable) and allowable 
designated supports may be read 
aloud.  

Editing passages, test questions, and 
answer choices CANNOT be read aloud. 
STAAR English I, English II, and English III 

 Reading test questions and answer 
choices, revising passages, revising 
test questions and answer choices, 
and embedded supports can be 
read aloud.  

 Required reference materials and 
allowable designated supports may 
be read aloud.  

Reading selections, editing passages, and 
editing test questions and answer choices 
CANNOT be read aloud. 

o Routinely and 
effectively uses it 
during classroom 
instruction and 
classroom testing, 
and  

o meets at least one 
of the following:  

-The student is a current 
EL and takes a STAAR test 
in English. -The student is 
identified with dyslexia or 
a related disorder per TEC 
§38.003.  
-The student has 
documented evidence of 
reading difficulties.  
 
NOTE: ELs taking STAAR 
Spanish may be eligible 
for an oral administration 
if they meet either of the 
last two bullets. 

 RTI team, 
student 
assistance 
team 

 LPAC 
 504 

committee 
 ARD 

committee 
 

 Text-to-Speech 
for the STAAR 
online 
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Calculation 
Aids 

STAAR grades 3–7 mathematics  
STAAR grade 5 science  
STAAR Spanish grades 3–5 mathematics 
STAAR Spanish grade 5 science 

o Receives Section 504 
or special education 
services,  

o routinely, 
independently, and 
effectively uses it 
during classroom 
instruction and 
classroom testing, and  

o meets at least one of 
the following for the 
applicable grade. 

Grades 3 and 4 
-The student has a 
physical disability that 
prevents him or her from 
independently writing the 
numbers required for 
computations and cannot 
effectively use other 
accessibility features to 
address this need (e.g., 
whiteboard, graph paper). 
-The student has an 
impairment in vision that 
prevents him or her from 
seeing the numbers they 
have written during 
computations and cannot 
effectively use other 
accessibility features to 
address this need (e.g., 
magnifier). 
Grades 5 through 7 
-The student has a 
physical disability that 

 504 
committee 

 ARD 
committee 

May include ONLY 
 basic (i.e., 

four-function) 
handheld 
calculator or 
calculator 
application, 
including large-
key or speech-
output (refer 
to picture 
below for 
some 
examples) 

 Basic 
Calculator 
available as an 
online 
embedded 
support on 
STAAR   

 abacus or 
Cranmer 
modified 
abacus  

 0–9 addition 
grid without 
special 
numbers (e.g., 
even numbers) 
indicated  

 grade-
appropriate 
multiplication 
grid without 
special 
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prevents him or her from 
independently writing the 
numbers required for 
computations and cannot 
effectively use other 
accessibility features to 
address this need (e.g., 
whiteboard, graph paper). 
-The student has an 
impairment in vision that 
prevents him or her from 
seeing the numbers they 
have written during 
computations and cannot 
effectively use other 
accessibility features to 
address this need (e.g., 
magnifier). 
- The student has a 
disability that affects 
mathematics calculations. 
Even after intensive 
instruction and 
remediation, the student 
is consistently unable to 
memorize basic addition, 
subtraction, 
multiplication, or division 
facts or perform the steps 
in an algorithm correctly 
when solving problems. 

numbers (e.g., 
perfect 
squares) 
indicated 

 
Pictures added as 
examples of a four 
function calculator. 
For more 
information go to 
TEA technology 
guidelines 
presentation 
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Extra Time STAAR  
STAAR Spanish 

o Routinely and 
effectively uses it 
during classroom 
instruction and 
classroom testing,  

o is unable to effectively 
use any accessibility 
features or other 
designated supports 
to address this need, 
and  

o meets at least one of 
the following (which 
makes it necessary for 
the student to have 
more time than is 
allowed in the 
standard test 
administration 
procedures) 

- The student is a current 
EL.  
-The student has an 
impairment in vision (e.g., 
uncorrected vision, 
nystagmus, qualifies for 
special education services 
with a Visual Impairment 
[VI]).  
-The student is identified 
with dyslexia or a related 
disorder per TEC §38.003. 
-The student has 
documented evidence of 
reading difficulties.  

 RTI team, 
student 
assistance 
team 

 LPAC 
 504 

committee 
 ARD 

committee 
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-The student requires 
frequent or lengthy breaks 
(more frequent or longer 
than those allowed for all 
students) because he or 
she has a 
disabling behavioral or 
emotional condition that 
affects attention or focus.  
-The student requires 
frequent or lengthy breaks 
(more frequent or longer 
than those allowed for all 
students) because he or 
she has a physical 
disability or medical 
condition that requires a 
significant amount of time 
for treatment or recovery.  
-The student is identified 
with an autism spectrum 
disorder and requires the 
entire school day to 
complete testing in order 
to maintain as much of his 
or her typical structure 
and routine as possible. 

Spelling 
Assistance 

STAAR grades 4 and 7 writing, English I, 
English II, and English III (written 
composition ONLY)  
STAAR Spanish grade 4 writing (written 
composition ONLY) 

o Receives Section 504 
or special education 
services,  

o routinely, 
independently, and 
effectively uses it 
during classroom 
instruction and 
classroom testing, and  

 504 
committee 

 ARD 
committee 

May include ONLY  
 visual sound 

cards  
 frequently 

misspelled 
word list (e.g., 
student-made, 
teacher-made, 

The writing samples 
included in grades 2–
12 writing collections 
come from authentic 
classroom activities. 
Therefore, the same 
accommodations 
routinely used during 
classroom instruction 
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o is capable of 
organizing and 
developing ideas and 
understands the basic 
function and use of 
written language 
conventions (e.g., 
sentence structures, 
irregular verbs) but 
has a disability that is 
so severe that he or 
she cannot apply basic 
spelling rules or word 
patterns (e.g., silent 
letters, base words 
with affixes) to 
written responses. 

commercially 
produced)  

 spell-check 
function on a 
word 
processor or as 
an online 
embedded 
support on 
STAAR  

 pocket spell-
checker  

 word-
prediction 
software  

 text-to-speech 
software or 
devices  

 speech-to-text 
software, 
applications, or 
devices 

for a student who 
meets the eligibility 
criteria for Spelling 
Assistance are 
acceptable for the 
writing samples used 
in a TELPAS writing 
collection. Note that 
the samples chosen 
to be included in a 
TELPAS writing 
collection must still 
adhere to the 
guidelines listed in 
the TELPAS Manual 
for Raters and Test 
Administrators. There 
is no need to record 
the accommodation 
code in the 
Assessment 
Management System. 

Supplemental 
Aids 

STAAR  
STAAR Spanish 

o Routinely, 
independently, and 
effectively uses it 
during classroom 
instruction and 
classroom testing. 

 RTI team, 
student 
assistance 
team 

 LPAC 
 504 

committee 
 ARD 

committee 
 

May include ONLY  
All Subjects: 
 Mnemonic 

Devices 
 Blank Graphic 

Organizers 
Mathematics 
 Math Charts: 

number chart, 
grade 
appropriate 
place value 
chart 

-Supplemental aids 
should be 
individualized for 
each student. 
Students have 
different strengths 
and needs, so it is not 
appropriate to 
provide all students 
the exact same set of 
supplemental aids. 
- The supplemental 
aid must be error-
free, concise, and 
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 Graphics: 
pictorial 
models of 
fraction bars or 
circles, 
pictorial model 
of one-, two-, 
three-
dimensional 
geometric 
figures 

Written 
Composition 
 Grammar & 

Mechanics 
Rules 

Science 
 Graphics of 

scientific 
concepts 

 Formula 
triangles 
representing 
relationships 

Social Studies 
 Blank maps 
 Timelines, may 

contain dates 

well organized so 
that a student can 
easily access the 
information. The 
supplemental aid 
must not contain 
numerous pages, as 
this may be more 
cumbersome than 
helpful when used 
during the state 
assessment. 
- The test 
administrator may 
not remind the 
student to use the 
supplemental aid or 
explain to the 
student the 
information included 
on the supplemental 
aid. 
 

 


